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Babylonian dynasties came to light in this ancient center
of Sumerian civilization.
Since this revival of archaeological operations in Meso-
potamia in the last quarter of the nineteenth century
hardly a year has passed without its excavations, and few
of the last fifty years have been barren of results. Dur-
ing that period other nations have entered the field, espe-
cially the Germans and Americans, and the results of
their excavations in different parts of the country, at
Nippur and at Babylon itself, have been so rich as to
defy brief description. Even the names of the successful
excavators of this period would make a list too long for
the purposes of this present publication. Many of these
men are still alive and many of them are still working
upon their results. An extensive, highly organized,
powerful and influential civilization, after from two to
four thousand years of oblivion, has been restored in
many minute details. We know almost as much about
Gudea and his people as we do about "William the Con-
queror and his times. These later excavations have
brought out material not only of the early Babylonian
and Assyrian periods but of the Persian and PartMan
periods, and even of the Hellenistic age.
The most significant single discovery among the mass
of very important monuments is perhaps the legal code
of Kong Khammurabi, Amraphel of the Old Testament,
who reigned about four thousand years ago, of which
Handcock in his "Mesopotamian Archaeology" says:
To form an accurate estimate of the influence
which Khammurabi Js code of laws has had upon the
Mosaic code, and indirectly on the European codes of
today, is beyond our power; but one fact is indisput-
able, and that is that the legal code of Khammurabi
some four thousand years ago enshrines many of those
principles of justice and mercy which we are apt to
regard as the peculiar offspring of our own enlightened
age.

